Varfor bygga stora kyrkor i en mycket liten socken beldgen mitt i en tiotals mil vid ragundaskog,
vars historiska roll dn i dag dr omtvistad och mest kénd for sina forsar och langa kedja av stora
vattenkraftverk, som utan lokala ersdttningar och med stora energiforluster i sjdlva éverféringen
skickar all elstrom langt soderut?

Nu befinner vi oss i den den forsta kvartilen av 1800talet med ljusnande konjunkturer och hela
dlvdalen fradn Ragunda till Are férvintade sej en upprepning av den flodtrafik som hade byggt upp
infrastrukturen och gjort samhéllena i omradet valbargade av den képmansdrivna internationella
battrafik fran Norge som ffa under perioden 1250-1350 fatt Uppsalas drkebiskopar att kraftigt
forstarka ett ensligt beldget farjelage och forspassage dér orten Stugun sen uppstod.

Annu fanns inget alternativ till sommartrafik driven med &ror, vilket dndrades bara ndgra decennier
senare med angmaskindrivna lok pa jarnbanor och i skeppsmotorer.

Vad man I Sverige totalt hade forbisett med den barockromantiserade svenska St Olofskulten om
fiktiva pilgrimsvandringar till Nidaros var, att den batkultur som utvecklades i Norge fran Bergen
och hela vagen upp till Ryssland, drevs néstan enbart med dror i de flatbottnade batarna som kunde
landstiga utan hamnar, ga motstroms i vattendrag och i motvind och stiltje ute till havs och i alla
fjordar. Det enda som hindrade rodden var sjogang pa 6ppna vatten och isldggning, vilket
begransade trafiken till sommartid, men som da gynnades av att det nordliga solldget mojliggjorde
dygnetruntrodd med fyratimmarsskift. Det dyrbara seglet var en umbarlig lyx som inte fyllde ndgon
viktig funktion for transporten utom ifall denna gillde djurstockar och annat skrymmande gods som
inte kunde bemanna aror. Den berémda Bayeuxtapetens skildring av normandernas anfall mot
engelska Hastings ar 1066 var ett undantag fran rodden i ett planerat falttdg med batarna
breddfyllda med tungt rustade ryttare, som alltsa maste vénta pa forlig vind innan man kunde segla
ut en lang strdcka genom floden Seine och korsade Engelska kanalen.

Den norska segergestrodden efter framgangarna i fotbollsVM 2026 var en god paminnelse om vad

som faktiskt en gang format hela det vidstrackta nordnorska drkestiftets kyrkliga kommunikationer
mellan katedralerna runt hela nordatlanten och Vatikanens mottagare bland norskattade sldaktingar i
Normandiet.

Det lokala laget infor det historiska tredje kyrkobygget i Kyrkas var att socknen som annex till
pastoratet I Lit nu styrdes bade sjalvstandigt och en smula sjalvsvaldigt av de driftiga
bondekollegerna sockenskrivaren Anders Larsson fran Kldppe och kyrkovarden Jon Johansson fran
Lungre, bada nyligen inflyttade till Kyrkas och ingifta pa ndgra av de storre sockenhemmanen av
sockens da totalt 34 hemman. Jon rdkade dessutom vara jamnarig med den Gustaf Adolf
Montgomery som dyker upp nedan och de hade sannolikt métts som unga under utbildning vid
Froso lager.

The inspiration behind the new construction of the new church of Kyrkas.

We are now maybe beginning to understand how the Church warden Jon Johansson himself could
acquire new drawings from sources far away from the architectural drawing the pastorate in Lit had
acquired from Stockholm.

The new church was given both an untraditional design and a new type of sliding molded lime
mortar masonry, which according to available documents was patented during the period when this
church was built. The technique involved building the walls by casting an approximately 2 dm thick
layer of lime mortar with stone padding at a time, lap after lap. When a layer hardened, the mould
of the next layer was moved up step by step.



In this way, the construction could directly bring together the various simple raw materials of this
"stone-rich" area consisting of local labour, water, forest (woodfuel, boards and not least forest
fodder to horse-drawn power) and field blocks where the limestone material was sorted out for
burning to lime mortar and the rest used for ballast filling.

The profit with the new technology was, among other things, in short advances and that the very
laborious elements of forming into traditional masonry blocks of either carved stone or burnt clay
bricks were avoided.

Now I have found a contemporary connection to a, with Jon peers and in many respects versatile
and freelance technically interested military, writer and eventually in 1841 county governor of
Jamtland named Gustav Adolf Montgomery, who during the first years of church construction
stayed in Ostersund. He was an active idea spreader who had the potential to convey this new
technology to the unexperinced church builders Jon, Anders and Ivar in Kyrkas.

Previously, Jon and GAM, both of them born 1791, may have first met, for example, in 1818 when
GAM served a period at Jamtland's army regiment on Fréson, and Jon who had grown up on a farm
at R6don was sent to the same regiment to get some education.

During the intervening period GAM had a variety of military services and assignments around the
Nordic region, where he should, among other things, at his service at the General Staff in
Stockholm, should have been involved in the planning of the large new construction of the grand
central Karlsborg Fortress at lake Vittern (between Stockholm and Gothenburg).

In 1836, a proper examination of a new casting building technique was started in Karlsborg in
connection with the construction of a barracks that is still standing. (see
http://www.busvebacken.se/KyrkornaiKyrkas#Nypatenterad gjuthusteknik )

G A Montgomery in his post at the General Staff in Stockholm, may have been involved in the
planning process for Karlsborg at an initial stage, but was then employed as a trustee at the state-
owned copper plant in Husa, Kall between the years 1837 to -41.

It was a period when he probably often had affairs to do in the Ostersund area and there he could
have been available for technical consultations and construction assignments, which was based on
his very early inside information about the yet unfinished Karlsborg construction, which was
printed in 1842.

Perhaps Montgomery also co-designed the Zetterstrom library building on Frosén, which was built
with unclear documentation in the 1830s?

GAM remained in Ostersund until the end of 1842 when he was transferred to a heavier county
governor's chair in Umed, so he undoubtedly had great opportunities to participate in the start phase
of the church construction in Kyrkas and also to give the new elected builder Ivar Palsson hand-
grasping instructions in place.

This u-turn in the building plans may also have been a reason for the break between Kyrkas parish
and the originally hired builder from Ostersund, who may not want to deviate from his old
ingrained patterns, or move away from the pastorate's traditional drawing proposals. Ivar Palsson
now had to take over the baton, which should also have given economic advantages for the parish
on the salary side.


http://www.busvebacken.se/KyrkornaiKyrk%C3%A5s#Nypatenterad_gjuthusteknik

Sa blev alltsa den kyrka som Boel Almgvist antagligen mot eget och helt sdkert mot hela
forsamlingens battre vetande beskrev som en smarre avvikelse ifran pastoratets inkopta formella
ritning, for att skydda alla inblandades och inte minst Montgomerys olika tilltag.

Om den dr ett unikum i svensk kyrkohistoria, sa borde den vél dnda kunna fortjdna ett tydligt
omndmnande for vad som kunde astadkommas pa ren vilja och utan stéd av formégna mecenater.
Den inbdddade lanken ovan om gjuthusteknik skildrar utférligt av dem som byggde denna mycket
vdl dokumenterade kyrkas tillkomst, som trots alla evidenser fortfarande &r ett okdnt mysterium i
dagens historieskrivning.



